
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 
8:00 GMT, 17th December 2015 

London, UK 

 

 
EUROPEAN NEW-CAR REGISTRATIONS POSTED SECOND 

HIGHEST MONTHLY INCREASE THIS YEAR DURING 

NOVEMBER 

 November new-car registrations were up by 13.5% to 1.13 million units  

 The growth was driven by Spain, Italy and a number of smaller markets 

 November YTD sales increase by 8.8% compared to 2014 

 All top 10 brands posted double-digit growth except for Volkswagen and Audi 

 
 
European new-car sales posted the 27th straight month of growth during November 2015 with volumes up 

by 13.5%, the second best this year. This followed a significant slowing in growth during October as a 

consequence of smaller increases coming from the Big 5 EU markets. Last month the total market 

expanded to 1.13 million cars from 993,000 units registered in the same month of 2014 taking the YTD 

result to 13.06 million units. The Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate, SAAR, came in at 14.03 million units.  

 

 

 

Most of the markets analysed showed positive signs in November, with 27 of the 29 countries posting an 

increase in sales and 21 of them posting double-digit increases. The growth was driven largely by Spain 



 

and Italy, where registrations increased by 26% and 24%, respectively, while in France the total was up by 

11% to 150,000 units, offsetting smaller increases in Germany and the UK. However, these two markets 

performed better than the figures seen in October, as Germany increased by 9%, and the UK new-car 

market returned to growth with a 4% year-on-year increase.  

 

 

In terms of total volumes, Italy came first with almost 26,000 more units more than the total registered in 

November 2014, and was followed by Germany and Spain, while the UK was outperformed by markets 

like Belgium and the Netherlands. Registrations in the Big 5 EU markets totalled 820,000 units, up by 12% 

compared to the same period last year. 

 
The Czech Republic, Poland, Finland, the Netherlands, Belgium and Sweden are among the big winners 

during November as their registrations increased by more than 20% year-on-year. Moving in the opposite 

direction were Luxembourg and Estonia, the only two markets to post a decline in sales last month. “After 

the slow down seen in October, the European new-car market is back to a healthy increase of 13% that 

benefited the majority of brands. Registrations continued to grow despite the lower than average growth 

posted by the Volkswagen Group, Europe’s largest car maker” said Brian Walters, Vice President of Data 

at JATO Dynamics. 
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In November the Volkswagen brand led the market but posted the lowest increase in the top 10 with only 

a 3.3% gain over the same month of 2014. It was followed by a strong performance from Renault, Ford 

and Opel/Vauxhall, which sold between 75,000 and 80,000 units each. Double-digit growth was also seen 

by volume brands Peugeot, Fiat and Skoda, while the premium brands were led by Mercedes, with 

registrations up by 18% - quite ahead of the growth posted by its rivals. Outside the top 10, other brands 

that showed a significant increase included Jaguar, Smart, Land Rover, Jeep and Mazda.  

 

 

 
The ranking by model shows that the Volkswagen Passat was again the fastest growing model in the top 

ten. It helped the brand to offset the decline of the Polo and the smaller increase posted by the Golf. The 

long-standing European leader had the smallest positive change among the models composing the top 

ten. The Renault Clio occupied third position outselling the Ford Fiesta by more than one thousand units, 

but it was the Opel/Vauxhall Corsa and the Peugeot 208, the subcompacts, that grew faster with sales 

gains of 18% and 23%, respectively. The top ten comprised of five subcompacts, three compacts, one 

mid-size sedan/SW and one SUV/crossover. Outside of the top ten, other models that outpaced total 

growth include the Opel/Vauxhall Astra with registrations up by 29%, the Skoda Fabia (+57%), the 

Peugeot 2008 (+30%), the Dacia Sandero (+22%) and the Hyundai i30 (+83%). The Renault Kadjar, 

Hyundai Tucson and Mercedes GLC were the best-selling new entries.  

 
“Overall November was a strong month with the usual leaders keeping their positions, while the new 

launches helped boost sales. The growing demand is heading us to a strong full-year result that is 

benefiting specific segments such as the SUV” concluded Walters.  

 

-Ends- 
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For media enquiries:     For all other enquiries: 

Aimen Chouchane      Felipe Munoz 

+44 (0) 203 617 7239     +39 345 388 0176 

jatoteam@firstlightpr.com    felipe.munoz@jato.com 

 

You can now follow JATO on LinkedIn and Twitter (@JATO_Dynamics). 

About JATO 

JATO was founded in 1984 and provides the world’s most timely, accurate and up-to-date information on vehicle 

specifications and pricing, sales and registrations, news and incentives.  

The company has representation in over 40 countries, providing unique local market expertise. The JATO client base 

includes all of the world’s volume vehicle manufacturers; giving them the ability to react to short-term market 

movements, plan for long-term developments and ultimately to meet consumers’ needs. 

JATO’s intelligence has also been adapted for consumer use in motoring web portals where customers can see the 

advantages and disadvantages of a specified model against any other. 

Major leasing companies use JATO’s intelligence to drive the vehicle quotation process. 

Visit JATO at www.jato.com for more information. 

For media use only. Advertising and/or any other promotional use of the information contained within this release 

must be pre-agreed with JATO Dynamics Ltd.  

 

 

 

See notes to editors on following page. 
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Notes to editors: 

Sales by Market/Make/Model 

Country Nov_15 Nov_14 % change Nov Nov YtD_15 Nov YtD_14 % change YtD 
Austria 23,643 21,619 +9.4% 285,985 285,927 +0.0% 
Belgium 36,329 29,739 +22.2% 468,325 455,949 +2.7% 
Croatia 2,209 1,842 +19.9% 32,966 31,661 +4.1% 
Cyprus 886 665 +33.2% 8,274 7,256 +14.0% 
Czech Republic 20,421 16,365 +24.8% 211,089 175,626 +20.2% 
Denmark 17,099 15,151 +12.9% 189,111 173,511 +9.0% 
Estonia 1,611 1,981 -18.7% 19,678 20,146 -2.3% 
Finland 8,988 7,229 +24.3% 100,859 99,091 +1.8% 
France 150,302 135,048 +11.3% 1,732,975 1,631,251 +6.2% 
Germany 272,377 250,082 +8.9% 2,958,687 2,807,073 +5.4% 
Great Britain 178,876 172,327 +3.8% 2,453,426 2,310,237 +6.2% 
Greece 5,851 4,975 +17.6% 68,685 64,462 +6.6% 
Hungary 6,603 5,918 +11.6% 70,254 61,905 +13.5% 
Ireland 950 782 +21.5% 124,620 95,988 +29.8% 
Italy 135,321 109,434 +23.7% 1,471,690 1,275,638 +15.4% 
Latvia 1,128 1,006 +12.1% 12,706 11,452 +11.0% 
Lithuania 1,438 1,159 +24.1% 15,865 13,438 +18.1% 
Luxembourg 3,412 3,488 -2.2% 43,837 46,157 -5.0% 
Norway 12,637 11,521 +9.7% 139,538 133,280 +4.7% 
Poland 30,315 24,318 +24.7% 317,574 275,217 +15.4% 
Portugal* 14,391 11,720 +22.8% 166,435 130,959 +27.1% 
Romania* 8,391 7,695 +9.0% 88,110 76,525 +15.1% 
Serbia* 1,584 1,248 +26.9% 17,941 16,608 +8.0% 
Slovakia 6,896 5,471 +26.0% 70,153 64,353 +9.0% 
Slovenia 5,095 4,220 +20.7% 56,017 49,923 +12.2% 
Spain 83,097 66,074 +25.8% 957,939 794,218 +20.6% 
Sweden 31,352 25,916 +21.0% 311,568 276,804 +12.6% 
Switzerland 25,685 23,467 +9.5% 288,728 267,763 +7.8% 
The Netherlands 40,475 32,635 +24.0% 382,299 357,016 +7.1% 
Grand Total 1,127,362 993,095 +13.5% 13,065,334 12,009,434 +8.8% 
NOTE: + denotes estimated data included for Nov_15, * denotes forecast data from LMC Automotive included for 
Nov_15 

 
       
       
       Make Nov_15 Nov_14 % change Nov Nov YtD_15 Nov YtD_14 % change YtD 
VOLKSWAGEN 137,840 133,492 +3.3% 1,592,219 1,488,682 +7.0% 
RENAULT 79,194 66,362 +19.3% 878,248 801,213 +9.6% 
FORD 79,148 66,326 +19.3% 959,722 894,035 +7.3% 
OPEL/VAUXHALL 75,309 63,607 +18.4% 868,904 817,697 +6.3% 
PEUGEOT 67,591 58,058 +16.4% 778,209 723,554 +7.6% 
MERCEDES 62,452 52,933 +18.0% 681,898 606,039 +12.5% 
BMW 60,613 55,058 +10.1% 676,624 616,833 +9.7% 
AUDI 59,114 56,707 +4.2% 715,915 677,308 +5.7% 
FIAT 50,990 42,897 +18.9% 606,019 546,284 +10.9% 
SKODA 50,520 44,965 +12.4% 573,855 536,570 +6.9% 
       
       
       
       Make & Model Nov_15 Nov_14 % change Nov Nov YtD_15 Nov YtD_14 % change YtD 
VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 41,113 39,926 +3.0% 496,575 482,827 +2.8% 
VOLKSWAGEN POLO 24,501 24,810 -1.2% 280,473 260,004 +7.9% 
RENAULT CLIO 22,979 21,515 +6.8% 277,499 275,776 +0.6% 
FORD FIESTA 21,825 21,027 +3.8% 291,716 289,496 +0.8% 
OPEL/VAUXHALL CORSA 20,810 17,606 +18.2% 250,406 232,907 +7.5% 
VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 20,807 11,196 +85.8% 207,451 141,105 +47.0% 
SKODA OCTAVIA 18,522 16,238 +14.1% 202,520 189,403 +6.9% 
PEUGEOT 308 18,301 15,017 +21.9% 187,857 146,870 +27.9% 
PEUGEOT 208 17,950 14,619 +22.8% 210,904 199,821 +5.5% 
NISSAN QASHQAI 16,658 15,517 +7.4% 215,598 189,639 +13.7% 
 

       


